he Pacific Northwest is not new to

I supporting and enabling the safe
transport of energy at sea. From
pipelines to refineries, to port facilities for
exporting hydrocarbon and coal, shore-
side infrastructure is commonplace from
Oregon to Alaska. Some might say that
the frequency of transits of coal-carrying
bulkers, crude oil and product tankers
as well as LNG carriers is so frequent as
to become almost invisible. Thousands
of vessel movements related to energy
transport occur every year in our wat-
ers. However, the interface between ships
and shore is often forgotten when one
thinks of transporting energy in its vari-
ous forms at sea. This forgotten sector
is rising in visibility. Recent focus stem-
ming from hoped-for regional benefits
expected to result from opening new
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Maritime energy transport:

Shore-side lessons

By Captain Duke Snider, FNI

Nautical Institute BC Branch

>>>..the interface between ships and shore is often

forgotten when one thinks of transporting energy in its

various forms at sea.

commodity markets, such as the export
of LNG, is raising expectations for new
employment in this region — throughout
Oregon, Washington, British Columbia
and right through to Alaska.

Dozens of proposals to develop new, as
well as to upgrade present hydrocarbon
export terminals and facilities, are on the
drawingboards for the Pacific Northwest.
Regardless of the latest cyclical drop in
oil and gas prices in recent months, many
of the new proposals continue to move
ahead. While the commodity price drop
has negatively impacted some planned
developments, resulting in operational
target dates moved to the right, or
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proposals withdrawn completely, many
others are moving ahead through the
various approval processes. With inter-
eststill high, support ports, communities,
and provincial and state governments
are looking carefully how to balance sup-
port for emerging employment sectors
with responsible environmental stew-
ardship. The Nautical Institute British
Columbia Branch’s upcoming conference
on Maritime Energy Transport will look
in part at challenges faced in this regard
to hopefully learn lessons from other
regions that have previously seen sub-
stantive changes in their maritime affairs
due to new impacts from energy trans-
portation developments.

Obviously, the Pacific Northwest is not
the first coastal region to see advantages
in encouraging new markets for energy
trade and commerce while ensuring
sustainable resource development and
protection of the environment. To the
north, in the 1970s, Alaska’s emergence
from its quiet wilderness economy to
a powerhouse of oil export resulted in
demonstrative changes in the state’s eco-
nomic foundation and eventual superior-
ity. Yet again, Alaska is adapting to both
a new future of offshore oil exploration
and development as well as expected
increased energy transport through its
shores as Arctic E&D expands. In the late
1960s and early 1970s, the pastoral and
remote region of northern Scotland sud-
denly experienced exponential growth as
the wealth of the North Sea oil discoveries
spurred on rapid development of massive
shore-side and seagoing support for first
the exploration and development, then
the production phase based on the exten-
sive hydrocarbon reserves just offshore
from the pristine Scottish coastline.
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The Nautical Institute’s Honourary
Secretary, Captain Robbie Middleton,
FNI cut his chops in the growing North
Sea bonanza four decades ago. Through
many years of experience in the Offshore
Industry, Captain Middleton will open
discussions on “Lessons Learned from
0il Industry Impact in Scottish Waters.”
Scotland today owes a great deal of their
present prosperity and strong economic
status to the thoughtful management of
the industry that supports the North Sea
oil and gas industry. Captain Middleton
will share some the hard won lessons that
allowed for the productive and environ-
mentally aware development to proceed.

Our Alaskan neighbours to the north
are also looking at planning for future
increases in marine traffic on their door-
step, not only from their own ongoing
export of Alaskan offshore oil but from
increases in transit traffic expected to
result from full-scale LNG exports from
the Russian Arctic Yamal gas fields as
well as increased interest in oil export
from Prirazlomnaya and Varandeyskoe.
Drue Pearce, AFNI, a Senior Policy
Advisor from Crowell & Moring LLP
will discuss the challenges readying the
Alaskan gateway to the Arctic, particu-
larly when timelines are uncertain. Much
like British Columbia, hoped-for develop-
ment in Alaska is moving ahead in fits
and spurts as communities and the vari-
ous levels of government build new col-
laborative processes of assessment and
put in place regulations that will both
encourage and ensure the highest lev-
els of safety in not only exploration and
development of hydrocarbon assets, but
the transport and export from Alaska as
well as the cargo carriage along Alaska
coastlines from other exporters such as
the Russian Arctic gas fields.

These two speakers outlining past
lessons as well as ongoing efforts, will
lead the way to an informative panel
that will discuss preparing and operat-
ing port infrastructure in support of
maritime energy transport. The Port
Infrastructure panel during the confer-
ence promises an interesting interaction
among the panelists. Gary Paulsen,
Harbour Master Port of Prince Rupert,
will address management of a port grow-
ing to meet emerging maritime energy
exports as Prince Rupertlooks to a future
of potentially frenetic growth in energy
export. Most of the export facilities pro-
posed for British Columbia are within or
very near to Prince Rupert Port. Captain
Dave Kyle AFNI from Pacific Northwest
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>>> |n the last few decades, specialization of ships has

continued at a rapid pace, all with the intent to ensure safe

and efficient delivery of cargoes.

LNG will discuss how an LNG port
developer collaborates and what faces
their efforts to put in place new infra-
structure. One of the most advanced LNG
export proposals, Pacific Northwest LNG
may be the first out the gate in the race
to export BC LNG to the rest of the world.
From the Barrow Alaska’s North Slope
Borough, Mayor Charlotte Brower will
bring the point of view of the small local
community dealing with the benefits and
fallout of possible rapid development of a
marine service sector that is new to many
residents and how they must adapt as
well as protect traditional lifestyles. To
discuss how existing facilities must pre-
pare for new growth necessary to meet
changing demands, the panel will look
to Mike Davies, Senior Director, Marine
Development for Kinder Morgan Canada.
An open discussion will inform and edu-
cate on how the complex web of shore

infrastructure works to ensure the high-
est standards of safety in the sector.

The transport of energy at sea has
been part of maritime commerce for
thousands of years. From transport
of cut timber to whale oil, to coal and
hydrocarbons, ships have loaded, tran-
sited and discharged their cargoes
around the globe. In the last few decades,
specialization of ships has continued ata
rapid pace, all with the intent to ensure
safe and efficient delivery of cargoes. To
enable that safety record to continue,
local communities have adapted as well
to ensure the shore-to-sea-to-shore
energy transport interface is as seam-
less, safe and efficient.

To learn more about the Nautical
Institute BC Branch’s conference —
May 7 and 8, 2015 in Victoria, visit:

www.nibcconference2015.com.

* Safety
* Quality
* Service

19131 21 Avenue, Surrey, B.C.
Phone: 604.535.9963 (ext. 113)
Toll-free: 800.853.2133 (ext. 113)
Email: don@aarc-west.com

WWwWWw.aa rc-west.com/www.awcoatings.com

"AARC WEST

ndustrial Coatings Inc

April 2015 BC Shipping News 41



